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INTRODUCTION 
 
Manifestations mean something. Some manifestations may point to 
the activity of the demonic. Others may point to the activity of God. 
It is vital for Christians to be able to discern between the two. On 
the one hand, divine manifestations are to be recognised and em-
braced. They draw people to Jesus and build faith. On the other 
hand demonic manifestations are also to be recognised so they 
can be exposed and rejected. Regretfully, many Christians lack ex-
perience in discerning between the two. Some have learned to be 
so suspicious of any manifestation that they immediately attribute it 
to Satan, even if they are actually from God. When this happens, 
they cannot benefit from the benefits of Godly manifestations that 
God intended. It seems such people have more faith in the devilôs 
ability to outwit God, than in Godôs desire to want to make Himself 
known to His people.  
 
We have produced this booklet to help people learn more about 
this important topic. As with other booklets (Discerning a Move of 
God), we have adopted a simple approach. We ask questions and 
allow Scripture to answer them. The reader can make up his/her 
own mind. 
 
 

MANIFESTATION DEFINED 
 
In this booklet we define manifestation to mean the observable re-
sponse of the human spirit, soul or body to the influence of the 
power of God.  
 
By this we suggest that when God chooses to direct His mighty 
power towards people, He intends to change the course of events 
they are experiencing. For example, when God directs His power 
towards sick people, observers may witness various different visi-
ble responses to that power including fullness of healing. 
 
Scripture tells us God impacts people and situations most often 
through the activity of either angels, or the Holy Spirit, or both. It is 
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helpful to note how God is working in each case. He could well be 
working in exactly the same manner today.  
 
 

A NECESSARY DEFAULT POSITION  
  
Every Christian needs to have a deep personal biblical conviction 
that becomes his initial ódefaultô position when evaluating whether 
spiritual manifestations are of God or Satan. Jesus specifically ad-
dresses this sensitive matter in His discourse recorded from Mat-
thew 12:22. The reader listens in to an inflammatory accusation 
against Jesus. Some people bring a demon-possessed man who is 
both blind and mute to Jesus. Jesus heals him. The Pharisees ac-
cuse Jesus of operating in the realm of the demonic. They are em-
phatic that Jesus has an evil spirit and that it is the evil spirit that 
has healed the blind and mute man.  
  

Mt 12:24
 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, ñIt is 

only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons that this fellow 
drives out demonsò

 

  
Jesus confronts them in their ódefaultô thinking and then issues per-
haps the most serious warning in recorded scripture. He tells them 
they are bordering on a sin that God will not forgive. He makes it 
clear that if people attribute miracles that the Holy Spirit is doing, to 
Satan ï they will not be forgiven. Therefore, it is dangerous for a 
person to ódefaultô to a position of automatically attributing miracles 
to Satan without first checking things out. 
  

Mt 12:27
 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do 

your people drive them out? So then, they will be your 
judges. But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then 
the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

  
Mt 12:32

 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man 
will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come. 

 



4  

Unless the manifestations are - without doubt - of the flesh or un-
der the influence of the demonic, a good default position to have is 
to cautiously suspend comment about a claimed manifestation of 
God while examining the fruit that comes from it.  
 

Mt 12:33
 ñMake a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a 

tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by 
its fruit.   

  
Mt 12:36

 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the 
day of judgement for every careless word they have spoken. 
For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words 
you will be condemned.ò 

  
However, when it is evident that the manifestations are not of God, 
we must be courageous enough to take a godly stand against it 
and warn others. 
  
 

 A SURVEY OF NEW TESTAMENT MANIFESTATIONS  

 
In this survey of New Testament manifestations, we ask many 
questions suggested by the historical facts in the Gospels and the 
Book of Acts. Then we allow God to answer our questions through 
His Word. 
 
 

OUR PRAYER 
  
Father, we get excited at how you are influencing people and situa-
tions around the world. We want to embrace what you are doing 
and give you all the honour, praise and glory. Help us to discern 
what you are doing even when it falls outside our current frame-
work of understanding or experience. Teach us what we are to-
have faith for, and what we are to discern and reject. May we have 
more faith in you, than we have fear of the devil. 
 We pray this in Jesusô Name.     Amen 
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LIFE AND DEATH  
 
The Bible reminds us that God imparts life, healing and wholeness  
while the devil steals, kills and destroys. It is helpful to remember 
who does what when evaluating whether a manifestation is from 
Satan or God. 
 
CAN GOD CREATE NEW LIFE? 
Mt 1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
CAN THE DEVIL CREATE LIFE? 
John 10:10 The thief (devil) comes only to steal and kill and de-
stroy. I have come that they may have life and have it in the full.   
 
 

DIFFERENT WAYS GOD CAN WORK  
 
Who can understand the ways of the Lord? He tells us that His 
ways are higher than our ways, and His thoughts so much higher 
than our thoughts. Letôs examine a few ways in which He manifests 
himself. 
 
CAN GOD MANIFEST HIS PRESENCE THROUGH TOUCH?  
Mt 8:2 A man with leprosy l came and knelt before him and said, 
ñLord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.ò Jesus reached 
out his hand and touched the man. ñI am willing,ò he said. ñBe 
clean!ò Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. 
 
Mt 9:29 Then he touched their eyes and said, ñAccording to your 
faith will it be done to youò; and their sight was restored. 
 
CAN A WORD SPOKEN IN ONE PLACE RELEASE HEALING OF 
A PERSON IN ANOTHER PLACE? 
Mt 8:13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, ñGo! It will be done just 
as you believed it would.ò And his servant was healed at that very 
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hour. 
 
CAN PEOPLE EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER THE WEATHER? 
Mt 8:26 He replied, ñYou of little faith, why are you so afraid?ò Then 
he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was com-
pletely calm. The men were amazed and asked, ñWhat kind of man 
is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!ò 
 
CAN GOD BRING DEAD PEOPLE BACK TO LIFE? 
Mt 9:24 he said, ñGo away. The girl is not dead but asleep.ò But 
they laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside, he went 
in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 
 
Lk 7:14 Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carry-
ing it stood still. He said, ñYoung man, I say to you, get up!ò The 
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to 
his mother.   
 
Jn 11:43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 
ñLazarus, come out!ò The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus 
said to them, ñTake off the grave clothes and let him go.ò 
 
Ac 20:9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, 
who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When 
he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and 
was picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young 
man and put his arms around him. ñDonôt be alarmed,ò he said. 
ñHeôs alive!ò Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. 
After talking until daylight, he left. 
 
CAN GOD CREATE NEW BODY PARTS? 
Mt 12:13 Then he said to the man, ñStretch out your hand.ò So he 
stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as 
the other. 
 
Ac 3:2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the tem-
ple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from 
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those going into the temple courts. 
 
Ac 14:8 In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was 
lame from birth and had never walked.  He listened to Paul as he 
was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to 
be healed and called out, ñStand up on your feet!ò At that, the man 
jumped up and began to walk.  
 
CAN GOD MANIFEST A SUPERNATURAL INCREASE IN THE 
MATERIAL REALM? 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, 
he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the (5000) people. 
 
CAN GOD SUPERNATURALLY PUT A METAL COIN INTO A LIV-
ING CREATURE? 
Mt 17:27 ñBut so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and 
throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth 
and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for 
my tax and yours.ò 
 
CAN GOD DEFY LAWS OF NATURE 
Mt 14:25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to 
them, walking on the lake. 
 
Ac 8:39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, 
but went on his way rejoicing. 
 
CAN GOD SUPERNATURALLY REMOVE MATERIAL OBSTA-
CLES TO RELEASE PEOPLE TO WORSHIP HIM? 
Mt 27:50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he 
gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom.  
 
CAN GOD RELEASE DRAMATICALLY IMPACTFUL MANIFSTA-
TIONS THAT SHAKE EVERYBODYôS THEOLOGY? 
The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the 
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bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They 
came out of the tombs, and after Jesusô resurrection they went into 
the holy city and appeared to many people. 
 
 

REACTIONS TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
 
CAN DEMONIC SPIRITS REACT INVOLUNTARILY TO THE 
PRESENCE OF GOD? 
Mt 8:28 When he arrived at the other side in the region of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs 
met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 
ñWhat do you want with us, Son of God?ò they shouted. ñHave you 
come here to torture us before the appointed time?ò Some distance 
from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. The demons begged 
Jesus, ñIf you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.ò He said 
to them, ñGo!ò So they came out and went into the pigs, and the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in 
the water. 
 
Mk 1:23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed 
by an evil spirit cried out, ñWhat do you want with us, Jesus of Naz-
areth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you areðthe 
Holy One of God!ò ñBe quiet!ò said Jesus sternly. ñCome out of 
him!ò The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him 
with a shriek.  
 
Mk 3:11 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before 
him and cried out, ñYou are the Son of God.ò 
 
CAN EVIL SPIRITS TELL THE TRUTH? 
Ac 16:16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, r  we 
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit s  by which she predicted 
the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by for-
tune-telling.  This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, 
ñThese men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you 
the way to be saved.ò She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul 
became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, ñIn 
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the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!ò At 
that moment the spirit left her.  
 
 

OPPOSITION AND OFFENCE  
TO MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD 

 
DO SOME PEOPLE MOCK MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD? 
Ac 2:13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, ñThey have 
had too much wine.ôò  
 
DO SOME THEOLOGIANS OPPOSE MANIFESTATIONS OF 
GOD?  
Mt 9:3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, 
ñThis fellow is blaspheming!ò 
 
DO SOME PEOPLE OPPOSE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD? 
Mt 13:55 ñIsnôt this the carpenterôs son? Isnôt his motherôs name 
Mary, and arenôt his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  
Arenôt all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?ò  And they took offense at him. 
 
Lk 4:29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him 
down the cliff. 
 
Jn 7:12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about 
him. Some said, ñHe is a good man.ò Others replied, ñNo, he de-
ceives the people.ò 
 
Jn 7:20 ñYou are demon-possessed,ò the crowd answered. ñWho is 
trying to kill you?ò Jesus said to them, ñI did one miracle, and you 
are all astonished. 
 
Jn 7:46 ñNo one ever spoke the way this man does,ò the guards 
declared. ñYou mean he has deceived you also?ò the Pharisees 
retorted. 
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Jn 10:31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus 
said to them, ñI have shown you many great miracles from the Fa-
ther. For which of these do you stone me?ò 
 
Ac 4:17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the 
people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in 
this name.ò  
 
Ac 6:12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teach-
ers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin. They produced false witnesses, who testified, ñThis fel-
low never stops speaking against this holy place and against the 
law. 
 
Ac 7:59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ñLord Je-
sus, receive my spirit.ò  
 
DO SOME POLITICAL AUTHORITIES OPPOSE MANIFESTA-
TIONS OF GOD? 
Mt 14:5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, 
because they considered him a prophet.  
 
DO SOME RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES OPPOSE MANIFESTA-
TIONS OF GOD? 
Mt 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, ñIt is only 
by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out de-
mons.ò 
 
Mt 26:3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assem-
bled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 
and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. 
 
Mk 3:2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, 
so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the 
Sabbath.   
 
Jn 8:5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
Now what do you say?ò  They were using this question as a trap, in 
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order to have a basis for accusing him.  
 
Ac 15:1 Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were 
teaching the brothers:  ñUnless you are circumcised, according to 
the custom taught by Moses,  you cannot be saved.ò 
 
CAN MANIFESTATIONS CAUSE DIVISION IN THE CHURCH? 
Jn 9:16 Some of the Pharisees said, ñThis man is not from God, for 
he does not keep the Sabbath.ò But others asked, ñHow can a sin-
ner do such miraculous signs?ò So they were divided.   
 
Jn 10:19 At these words the Jews were again divided. Many of 
them said, ñHe is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to 
him?ò But others said, ñThese are not the sayings of a man pos-
sessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?ò 
 
CAN MANIFESTATIONS LEAD TO PEOPLE BETRAYING EACH 
OTHER?   
Mt 26:14 Then one of the Twelveðthe one called Judas Iscariot ð 
went to the chief priests  and asked, ñWhat are you willing to give 
me if I hand him over to you?ò So they counted out for him thirty 
silver coins. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to 
hand him over. 
 
 

GODôS MANIFESTATIONS  
VERSUS DEMONIC MANIFESTATIONS 

 
ARE SOME CONDITIONS MANIFESTATIONS OF DEMONIC IN-
FLUENCE?  
Mt 9:32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-
possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. And when the 
demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. 
 
Mt 12:22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who 
was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both 
talk and see.    
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Mt 17:15 ñLord, have mercy on my son,ò he said. ñHe has seizures 
and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the wa-
ter..... Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and 
he was healed from that moment. 
 
CAN MUTENESS BE FROM GOD?  
Lk 1:19 The angel answered, ñI am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this 
good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until 
the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, 
which will come true at their proper time.ò 
 
CAN BLINDNESS BE FROM GOD 
Ac 9:8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes 
he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 
For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
 
CAN PEOPLE BE STRUCK DOWN BY GOD? 
Ac 12:21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat 
on his throne and delivered a public address to the people.  They 
shouted, ñThis is the voice of a god, not of a man.ò  Immediately, 
because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord 
struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
Ac 5:5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great 
fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
 
Ac 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) 
opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then 
Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
straight at Elymas and said, ñYou are a child of the devil and an 
enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit 
and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the 
Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be 
blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun.ò 
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped 
about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 
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UNIQUE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD 
 
CAN GOD USE UNIQUE WAYS TO MANIFEST HEALING? 
Ac 5:15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and 
laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peterôs shadow might 
fall on some of them as he passed by. 
 
Ac 19:11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that 
even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken 
to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left 
them. 
 
Ac 28:2 The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a 
fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.  Paul 
gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, 
driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.  When the is-
landers saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each 
other, ñThis man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from 
the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.ò But Paul shook the 
snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. The people ex-
pected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a 
long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed 
their minds and said he was a god.  
 
 

REVELATIONS OF GOD 
 
CAN GOD IMPART INSTANT REVELATIONS OF JESUS OUT-
SIDE CHURCH? 
Mt 16:15 ñBut what about you?ò he asked. ñWho do you say I am?ò 
Simon Peter answered, ñYou are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.ò Jesus replied, ñBlessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  
 
Mt 27:54 When the centurion and those with him who were guard-
ing Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they 
were terrified, and exclaimed, ñSurely he was the Son of God!ò   
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Jn 20:8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed. 
 
CAN GOD GIVE PEOPLE TEMPORARY EXPERIENCES OF 
ETERNITY? 
Mt 17:2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just 
then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
Jesus. 
 
IS GOD DELIGHTED WITH EXTRAVAGANT EXPRESSIONS OF 
WORSHIP? 
Mt 26:7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expen-
sive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at 
the table. 
 
CAN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMMUNICATE GODôS PURPOSE TO 
PEOPLE?  
Ac 11:12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with 
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the 
manôs house. 
 
Ac 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, ñSet apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.ò   
 
Ac 13:52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Ac 20:22 ñAnd now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusa-
lem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in 
every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 
facing me.  
 
CAN GOD TAKE PEOPLE INTO A TRANCE?  
Ac 10:9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey 
and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He be-
came hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal 
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was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened 
and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four 
corners. 
 

 
MANIFESTATIONS OF ANGELS  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
CAN ORDINARY PEOPLE SEE ANGELS? 
Mt 28:2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that 
they shook and became like dead men. 
 
Ac 10:3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. 
He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, 
ñCornelius!ò Cornelius stared at him in fear. ñWhat is it, Lord?ò he 
asked. The angel answered, ñYour prayers and gifts to the poor 
have come up as a memorial offering before Godéé Cornelius 
answered: ñFour days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, 
at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood 
before me 
 
CAN ANGELS IMPACT THE MATERIAL REALM? 
Ac 5:18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 
But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the 
jail and brought them out.  
 
Ac 12:6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries 
stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord ap-
peared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side 
and woke him up. ñQuick, get up!ò he said, and the chains fell off 
Peterôs wrists. Then the angel said to him, ñPut on your clothes and 
sandals.ò And Peter did so. ñWrap your cloak around you and fol-
low me,ò the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, 
but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really hap-
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pening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed the first 
and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It 
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
 
DO ANGELS TELL PEOPLE WHAT GOD WANTS THEM TO DO? 
Ac 8:26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ñGo south to the 
roadðthe desert roadðthat goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.ò 
So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 
important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and 
on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of 
Isaiah the prophet.  The Spirit told Philip, ñGo to that chariot and 
stay near it.ò 
 
Ac 27:23 Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I 
serve stood beside me and said, óDo not be afraid, Paul. You must 
stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the 
lives of all who sail with you.ô So keep up your courage, men, for I 
have faith in God  
 
 

PHYSICAL REACTIONS TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD  
 
CAN PEOPLE SHAKE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD?  
Mt 28:2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that 
they shook and became like dead men. 
 
CAN PEOPLE COLLAPSE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD? 
Mt 28:2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone u  and sat on it.  
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 
snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and be-
came like dead men. 
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CAN GODôS MANIFESTATION KNOCK PEOPLE OVER? 
Ac 9:3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to him, ñSaul, Saul, why do you persecute me?ò 
 
CAN GODôS MANIFEST PRESENCE RELEASE HOLY FEAR? 
Lk 1:11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 
startled and was gripped with fear. 
 
Lk 2:9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
 
Ac 5:10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then 
the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events. 
 
CAN GOD MANIFEST HIMSELF AS A BRIGHT LIGHT? 
Ac 9:3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. 
 
DO SOME PEOPLE NOT EMBRACE MANIFESTATIONS BE-
CAUSE THEY FEAR WHAT OTHERS WILL THINK ABOUT 
THEM? 
Jn 12:42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders be-
lieved in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess 
their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they 
loved praise from men more than praise from God.  
 
 

EMBRACING MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD  
 
DOES PRAYER OPEN THE WAY FOR MANIFESTATIONS OF 
GOD? 
Ac 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants 
to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to 
heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name 
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of your holy servant Jesus.ò  After they prayed, the place where 
they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
 
CAN GOD RELEASE FAITH ANY WHERE, ANY TIME? 
Mk 5:27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in 
the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, ñIf I just 
touch his clothes, I will be healed.ò Immediately her bleeding 
stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suf-
fering. 
 
Ac 3:4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, 
ñLook at us!ò  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 
something from them. Then Peter said, ñSilver or gold I do not 
have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.ò 
 
DOES GOD EMPOWER ORDINARY PEOPLE WITH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT?  
Ac 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; o  and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.ò  
 
Ac 2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
Ac 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit came on all who heard the message. 
 
Ac 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 
on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 
 
DOES GOD SPEAK TO PEOPLE THROUGH VISIONS  
Ac 18:9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ñDo not be 
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.  For I am with you, and 
no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many peo-
ple in this city.ò 
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CAN GOD RELEASE SPONTANEOUS PREACHING 
Ac 2:14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: ñFellow Jews and all of you who live in Jeru-
salem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 
 
DOES GOD RELEASE THE PROPHETIC ON ORDINARY PEO-
PLE? 
Ac 2:17 ñ óIn the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. j  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men 
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my ser-
vants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
and they will prophesy. 
 
Ac 11:27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusa-
lem to Antioch.  One of them, named Agabus, stood up and 
through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread 
over the entire Roman world.   
 
 

ULTIMATE LESSONS FROM  
MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD 

 
SHOULD MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD LEAD TO MASS SALVA-
TIONS?  
Ac 2:21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.ô   
 
Ac 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER MANIFESTATIONS? 
Ac 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were 
done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had eve-
rything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave 
to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet to-
gether in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 




