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INTRODUCTION

Whenever God chooses to increase the personal activity of His
Holy Spirit on earth, people express opinions and judgements on
the new move, and respond to it accordingly. Responses range
from a complete and unconditional embracing of all the accompa-
nying manifestations, to an equally absolute and unconditional re-
jection of them. There have been many instances when history has
shown that what was initially rejected was of God and what people
thought was from God was to be rejected.

Any Christian who truly loves God and the ways of God, would
want to know how to evaluate what God may be doing so that he
can embrace it fully (or conditionally) or reject it and warn others
about it. This brief overview suggests factors that Christians should
take into account when drawing conclusions.

A WORKING DEFINITION

The phrase 6a new move of Godbéd
a o6move of Godd refers to any

experience an increase in the influence of the Holy Spirit. Experi-
ences may include any one or more of the following: overwhelming
sense of holiness; reverential fear of God; deep conviction of sin;
miracles of healing, signs and wonders; huge increases in salva-
tions; a deep sense of loving intimacy with God; hunger for His
Word; eagerness for prayer and intercession (including regular
fasting); deliverance from addictions and oppressions; wonderful
sense of unity in fellowship across all established societal barriers;
and passionate responses to the call of God to missions.

A NECESSARY DEFAULT POSITION

Every Christian needs to have a deep personal biblical conviction

t hat becomes hi s i nitial 6def aul

spiritual manifestations are of God or Satan. Jesus specifically ad-
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dresses this sensitive matter in His discourse recorded from Mat-
thew 12:22. The reader listens in to an inflammatory accusation
against Jesus. Some people bring a demon-possessed man who is
both blind and mute to Jesus. Jesus heals him. The Pharisees ac-
cuse Jesus of operating in the realm of the demonic. They are em-
phatic that he has an evil spirit and that it is the evil spirit that has
healed the blind and mute man.
M1ZZ2 Byt when the Pharisees

only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow
drives out demons. 0

Jesus confronts them in their

haps the most serious warning in recorded scripture. He tells them
they are bordering on a sin that God will not forgive. He makes it
clear that if people attribute miracles that the Holy Spirit is doing, to
Satan 1 they will not be forgiven. Therefore, it is dangerous for a

person to 6defaultd to a positi

to Satan without first checking things out.

Mt1227 And if | drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do
your people drive them out? So then, they will be your
judges. But if | drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then
the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Mt1232 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to
come.

Unless the meetings are - without doubt - of the flesh or under the
influence of the demonic, a good default position to have is to cau-
tiously suspend comment about a claimed move of God while ex-
amining the fruit that comes from it. We will examine this in more
detail later.
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M1Z3KF Make a tree good and its f

tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by
its fruit.

Mt12:35 But | tell you that men will have to give account on the
day of judgement for every careless word they have spoken.
For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words
you wi || be condemned. 0

However, when it is evident that the manifestations are not of God,
we must be courageous enough to take a godly stand against it
and warn others.

FACTS FROM HISTORY

It is important to note some important lessons from biblical and re-
cent history. Consider the following:

No fresh move of God has ever been accepted by the majority

of religious leaders.

. The Pharisees and teachers of the Law could not accept
that Jesus was anointed by God for miracles, signs and
wonders, yet alone be open to Him as Messiah

. The established church actively resisted and persecuted
Martin Luther when he had the revelation that people are
saved by grace through faith.

. Wycliffe was burnt at the stake for translating the Latin Bi-
ble into English so the ordinary person could read it.

. The majority of the denominations utterly rejected and de-
nounced the 1906 Azusa Street Pentecostal outpouring as
evil. Anyone claiming to have received the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and who spoke in tongues was thrown out of
the church. They could not accept that God would use a
black ex-slave who was uneducated and was blind in one
eye to lead the outpourring. Yet God did use him, the
mands name was William Sey
over the world to experience what God was doing. The
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Assemblies of God and the Four Square Movement were
founded from churches that had been denounced by their
denominations as heretics. The Assemblies of God sent
more people into the mission field than any other denomi-
nation and as a result of the outpouring, established more
churches, schools and clinics and experienced more sal-
vations than any other group. They led the field for years.

. As God raised various men and women into healing minis-
tries that would see hundreds of thousands coming to sal-
vation, God being glorified, and people having more of a
hunger for prayer than ever before 1 they were often re-
jected, publicly maligned, found themselves being set up
by rogues and media with utterly false accusations.

In every case without exception the majority of Christians re-
jected early signs of a move of God. This included when
God used the Wesley brothers, Charles Finny, Dwight
Moody, the Salvation Army, Smith Wigglesworth, Aimee
Semple McPhereson, John G. Lake (who brought the Bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit to South Africa), Kathryn Kulman and
others.

Nobody is suggesting a blind acceptance of anything and eve-
rything that sounds like a revival, just a caution in how to
process oneds personal per spec

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT FUTURE MOVES OF GOD

God has given the Scriptures to His Church to guide it into the des-
tiny He has for it. They encourage us in certain areas and warn us
in others. Scripture must provide a plumb-line for all evaluations of
moves thought to be from God.

Ps 11919 your word is a lamp to my feet and a lightfor my
path.



Christians must take heed of these. For example the Bible encour-
ages us to believe for greater miracles than Jesus did:

In 141l Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the
miracles themselves. | tell you the truth, anyone who has faith
In me will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because | am going to the Father. And |
will do whatever you askin my name, so that the Son may
bring glory to the Father.

The Bible also prophesies that in the last days God will pour out
His Spirit on a range of people of varying ages and status, and
they will prophesy (Acts 2:17-18).

AZT Al n the last days, God says

all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.
Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

But, it also warns us that Satan will try to deceive Christians espe-
cially in the final days:

ML2410 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will
betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will ap
pear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who
stands firm to the end will be saved.

Mt24:24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the electd

if that were possible. See,
if anyone tells you, OThere
out; or, OHere he is, in the

2Co1113 Eor such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Sa



tan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not sur
prising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of right
eousness.

Admittedly, the first two passages refer to claims that Christ Him-
self has returned to earth, nonetheless, they, together with the third

passage, Il lustrate clearly Sat a

and to deceive some Christians.

So we are encouraged to believe for and expect both greater mira-
cles and prophetic moves of God on the one hand, and warned to
check out who is behind them on the other. Nobody wants to find
themselves in a position of either rejecting a genuine move of God,
or embracing a counterfeit move of Satan.

HOW DO WE EVALUATE WHO IS BEHIND SPIRITUAL
MANIFESTATIONS?

Having said everything to this point, we need to develop a means
to evaluate whether God or Satan is behind a spiritual manifesta-
tion. This may not be as easy as it initially seems. Consider the fol-
lowing questions and the corresponding observations:

Can God use a person with a recent past of seriously ungodly
behavior? Take the example of Saul (Acts 8, 9). In a matter of
days he turned from a legalistic Pharisee to a fully committed
follower of Christ. He condemned everything to do with Jesus,
watched Stephen being stoned to death and endorsed it, and
was commissioned by his leadership to hunt down Christians.
Within a short period of time he was preaching that Jesus is the
Son of God, the Christ.

Can God use a person who receives heavy continuous criticism
from others?1| 6 m not sure any of us
shoes. Consider the following Scriptures linking miracles and
persecution, yet despite so much criticism and condemnation,
God was in what Paul was doing.



Ac143 50 Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of
his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and won
ders.é . There was a plot af oot
Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone
them. But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian
cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country,
where they continued to preach the good news.

Ac1419 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and
won the crowd over. They stoned Pauland dragged him out
side the city, thinking he was dead. But after the disciples had
gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city.
The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.

Ac18:22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas,
and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten.

Can God use new met hods The®ishm uc
evidence to suggest Jesus ever healed people simply by his
shadow falling on them yet God used Peter in this way (Acts
5:15). Neither do we see Jesus praying over aprons and hand-
kerchiefs and them being used to heal people, yet God used
Paul in this way (Acts 19:12).

Will God allow His Spirit to to
is bordering on dysfunctional? Paul has harsh words for the Co-
rinthian church. Consider his accusations: They are divided on
simple issues and idolizing certain leaders over others (1 Cor.
1:12-13). He calls them worldly (1 Cor. 3:3-4) and deceived (1
Cor. 3:18). They see nothing wrong with sexual immorality (1
Cor. 5:1-2), boasting about sin (1 Cor. 5:6), and publicly sueing
other believers thereby bringing shame on Jesus (1 Cor. 6:7-8).
He accuses them of cheating, doing wrong and seeing nothing
wrong with idolatory, adultery, male prostitution, homosexuality,
thieving, greed, being drunk, slandering and swindling (1 Cor.
6:9-10). He states that their meetings do more harm than good



(1 Cor. 11:13), that they have

per (1 Cor. 11:21), and they are disorderly in worship (1
Cor.14). Yet, Paul recognizes that the Holy Spirit is moving in
their meetings and he brings correction and order so it can con-
tinue. He does not close them down!

Will God personally deal with people with false motives and
who fail to give Him the glory when it is due? God takes direct
action on numerous occasions when people are seriously out
of line. He strikes dead a husband and wife who have impure
motives (Acts 5:5, 10). He allows demons to physically attack
imposters (Acts 19:15-16). He allows Peter to curse Simon for
trying to buy spiritual favours (Acts 8:20-21). He strikes people
blind for persecuting Christians (Acts 9:9); and perverting the
ways of the Lord (Acts 13:10-11). God also causes a man to be
eaten by worms till he dies, for taking His glory (Acts 12:23).

Should the integrity of a meeting be dismissed because the per-
son leading it is not well known? The disciples thought so when
they encountered a man casting out demons who they did not
know (Mark 9:38). But Jesus made it clear that if a person is
doing miracles in His name, he should be accepted.

Mk 9:38 ~

mons in your name and we told him to stop, because he
was not one of wus. o0 fADo not
who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment
say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is
for us.

Taking the above into account, we should be wary of making an
initial judgement based solely on the background of the person
leading the meeting, the amount of criticism the person receives,
the newness of the methods used in the meeting, the spiritual
health of the church in which the meeting takes place, or that an
unknown person is leading it.

However, we can also take some comfort in the knowledge that
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even if we are unsure of a situation, God is not. He can, and has,
taken action to address issues as and when He deems it neces-
sary.

So how can we test the integrity of a move of God?

Nowhere in biblical history has God left His people grasping at
straws in an effort to understand His intentions. It is no different to-
day. There may be various ways to test the integrity of a move
which people claim to be of God, but one way which cannot be
faulted is to use God 06 swhiochoHe estab-o0 f
lished on the day of Pentecost - as a lens through which to view a
current event.

Acz4l Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their numberthat day.
They devoted themsel ves addothehe
fellowship, to the breaking of breadand to prayer. Everyone
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and
had everything in common. Selling their possessions and
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
breadin their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

A real move of God should result in the following fruit:

. The regular and consistent preaching of the Gospel

. Salvations occurring daily

. A high value on the Word of God

. People living beyond themselves with genuine compas-
sion for others
The holy exalting of Jesus and repentance from sin
Strongly prioritizing prayer
A renewed sense of awe for God
The presence of signs, wonders and miracles
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. Praising God at every opportunity
. An equaling of the community playing field with those who
have helping those who donot

Another measure you can use comes from the deliberate words
Jesus chose to let John the Baptist know that He (Jesus) was for
real (Matt 11:2). Jesus used descriptions of miracles, signs and
wonders to accredit Himself. The same miracles, signs and won-
ders we experience today can be viewed through the same lenses.

M2 \When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he
sent hi s di sciples to ask hi m,
cCome, or should we expect someo
back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind re-
ceive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured,

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall
away on account of me. 0

It is important to unpack this albeit briefly. Jesus personally told
Johnds disciples that the proof ¢
earth was evidenced by the following:

e The blind see

e The lame walk

e Leprosy (various serious skin diseases) is cured
The deaf hear
The dead are raised
e The Gospel is being preached to the poor.

Jesus concludes that because of these manifestations, some will
actually be critical of it and fall away. Then He says those who stick
with Him in these signs and wonders will be blessed.

However, ultimately witnessing miracles alone cannot be the only
proof of Godds involvement . Jesu
open for good godly fruit because He implies that people can per-
form miracles and prophecy and yet be so distant in their relation-
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ship with Him, that He will not allow them into heaven. Where mira-
cles occur, His purpose is for people who withess them to have
such a profound sense of awe for God that a spirit of repentance
falls on them.

Mt716 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize
t hem. ANot everyone who says t
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day,

6Lord, Lor d, did we not prophe
name drive out demons and perf
wi || tell them plainly, o | ne\
evildoers! o

Mt1120 Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most
of his miracles had been performed, because they did not re
pent.

CONCLUSION

As people pray for revival and for God to move by His Spirit in the
Church, we can expect God to answer their prayers and for His di-
vine presence to trigger different moves and manifestations. How-
ever, since revival has such a powerful impact on earth, we can
expect Satan to do everything he can to stop it, discredit it, or dis-
tract the very people who need it. History testifies how often Satan
has tried to bring in the counterfeit and how he has directed people
involved in the occult to use every spirit of darkness under their
control to attack and discredit it. This should not surprise any dis-
cerning Christian, nor should it become our focus.

With wisdom and discernment on our side, we should watch any
claimed move of God, initially process it through our default posi-
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tions, then test it against Godoad:
ing our personal biases and prejudices to get in the way.

|l f the meetings fail to honour G
thing they represent boldly while giving sound biblical reasons for
doing so. However, even if the meetings do not fit into our personal

mi ndset s, if they do not violate
cautiously embrace them while examining the fruit.

Every revival brings change. Sometimes it us God is trying to
change
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APPENDIX A

Uproar in the Church

Derek Prince

Dr Derek Prince holds a Ph.D. from Cambridge University and held a Fellowship
in Philosophy at King's College, Cambridge. He has produced many books and
teaching videos on renewal.

that is how | was saved
more than 50 years ago

Reports have been coming in from Christian groups in widely separated loca-
tions of what appears to be a strange new phenomenon. Believers of different
ages and widely different social backgrounds are being overcome by prolonged
outbursts of laughter which have no obvious cause. Sometimes they may also
act as if they are drunk.

Often this laughter appears to be contagious. Those who have experienced it
apparently 'transmit' it to others. Large groups may be seized by it simultane-
ously.

Both ministers and lay people from a wide range of denominations have been
affected in this way. Some testify that it has had a stimulating effect on their faith
and has brought them closer to the Lord. On the other hand, there are those
who are sceptical and view this kind of experience as a deception of the enemy.

As a result of all this, | am frequently being asked whether | believe that the Holy
Spirit at times produces in people prolonged, exuberant and apparently cause-
less laughter. 'l have to believe it," | reply, 'because that is how | was saved more
than 50 years ago.'

In the summer of 1941, | was part of a medical unit of the British Army billeted in
a hotel on the North Bay of Scarborough in Yorkshire. The hotel had been gutted
of all its furniture and fittings. Our 'beds' were simply straw mattresses on the
floor.

While in Scarborough | had some brief contacts with Pentecostal Christians, who
confronted me for the first time with my need to receive Christ as my personal
Saviour. At that point in my life | was a nominal Anglican, who never voluntarily
attended church. | had never before heard of Pentecostals, and | had no idea
what they believed or what kind of people they were.

About nine months previously, however, | had started to read the Bible through
from beginning to end. | had no religious motive. | regarded the Bible merely as
a work of philosophy. As a professional philosopher, | felt it was my academic
duty to find out what the Bible had to say. At that point | had come as far as the
book of Job - but it had been a dreary task!

Confronted in this was with the claims of Christ, however, | decided about 11
o'clock one night to pray 'until something happened'. | had no idea what | might
expect to happen. For about an hour | struggled in vain to form some kind of
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coherent prayer. Then about midnight | became aware of a presence and | found
myself saying to some unknown person what Jacob had said when wrestling
with the angel at Peniel: 'Unless you bless me, | will not let you go' (Genesis
32:26).

| repeated these words several times with increasing emphasis: 'l will not let you
go, | will not let you go ...' Then | began to say to the same unknown person,
'Make me love you more and more'. When | got to these last words, | began to
repeat them: 'more and more and more ..."

At this point an invisible power came down over me and | found myself on my
back on the floor, with my arms in the air, still saying, 'more and more and
more ...

After a while my words changed to deep sobbing which rose up from my belly
through my lips, shaking my whole body convulsively. The sobs did not proceed
out of anything in my conscious mind. | had no special sense of being sinful.
After about half an hour, without any act of my volition, the sobbing changed to
laughter. | had no more conscious reason for laughing than | had had for sob-
bing. The laughter, like the sobbing, flowed from my belly. At first, it was quite
gentle, but it gradually became louder and louder. | had the impression that |
was being immersed in a sea of laughter that reverberated around the room.

At this point the soldier who shared the room with me woke up to find me on my
back on the floor clothed only in my underwear, with my arms in the air, laughing
uproariously. Rising from his mattress, he walked around me rather helplessly
two or three times, keeping at a safe distance. Finally he said, 'l don't know what
to do with you. | suppose it's no good pouring water over you." An inaudible
voice within me responded, 'Even water wouldn't put this out!'

However, | remembered dimly having heard years earlier in church that we
should not blaspheme the Holy Spirit. Contrary to all my natural reasoning, |
knew that what was in me was the Holy Spirit. In order not to offend my friend, |
rolled over onto my face and laboriously crawled to my mattress. Pulling the
blanket over my head, | eventually fell asleep, still laughing - quietly.

A totally different person

Next morning | awoke to an amazing, but objective fact: | was a totally different
person. No longer did vile language flow out of my mouth. Prayer was no longer
an effort, it was as natural as breathing. | could not even drink a glass of water
without pausing to thank God for it.

At six o'clock, as was my usual custom, | went to the pub for a drink. But when |
got to the door, my legs ‘'locked'. They would not carry me inside the pub. | stood
there having an argument with my legs. Then, to my surprise, | realised | was no
longer interested in what the pub had to offer. I turned round and walked back to
my billet.

Back in my billet once again, | opened my Bible to continue reading. At this
point, however, | discovered the most amazing change of all. Overnight the Bible
had become a completely new book. It was as if there were only two persons in
the universe - God and me. The Bible was God speaking directly and personally
to me. This has never changed, and it is equally true of the Old Testament and
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the New.

| opened by chance at Psalm 126:1-2: 'When the Lord turned again the captivity
of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter...'
At that point | paused. 'That's exactly what happened to me," | thought. 'It wasn't
I who was laughing. My mouth was being filled with laughter from some other
source!" Upon further reflection, | saw that this strange, supernatural laughter
was the way that God's people expressed their joy and excitement at being de-
livered from captivity. ...

One evening about ten days after my first encounter with the Lord, | was lying on
my back on my mattress in the billet and | began to speak an unfamiliar lan-
guage that sounded to me like Chinese. Once again, | dimly recalled something |
had heard in church about 'speaking with other tongues'. | knew it was con-
nected somehow with the day of Pentecost. At first | spoke timidly and hesi-
tantly, but as | relaxed, the flow of words became free and forceful.

Once again, the initiative did not come from me. | was responding to a powerful
inner force that came very specifically - like my previous laughter - from my
belly.

The following evening | again found myself speaking an unknown language, but
it was obviously different from the language | had been speaking the previous
evening. This time | noticed that the words had a very marked poetic rhythm.
After a few moments of silence, | began to speak in English, but the words were
not of my choosing, and their content was on a level far above that of my own
understanding. Also, they seemed to have a rhythm similar to that of the words
that | had previously spoken in an unknown language. | concluded that my
words in English were an interpretative rendering of what | had previously said in
the unknown language.

One brief section of what | said in English remains indelibly impressed upon my
memory. In vivid imagery, it outlined God's plan for my life. Looking back over
more than 50 years, | can see how God's plan has been - and is still being - pro-
gressively worked out in my life.

In retrospect, too, | have gained a new understanding of my initial experience of
supernatural laughter. Unconventional as it was, it proved to be the divinely ap-
pointed door through which | entered a lifelong walk of faith. It also had the effect
of liberating me from many preconceptions of my background and culture which
could have been a barrier to my further spiritual progress.

In Matthew 12:33 Jesus states the most decisive test that must be applied to all
forms of spiritual experience: 'a tree is known by its fruit.' | have to ask myself
therefore: What has been the fruit of my strange experience? Is it possible to
give an objective answer?

Yes, the fruit of that experience has been a life converted from sin to righteous-
ness, from agnostic dabbling in the occult to unshakeable faith in Jesus Christ
as he is revealed in the Scriptures - life that has been bringing forth fruit in God's
Kingdom for well over 50 years. Certainly that was no transient product of auto-
suggestion or of some mere emotional extravagance.

From time to time, in the succeeding years, | have received a renewed experi-
ence of supernatural laughter. | have also seen other believers touched by God
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in a similar way, but this has never been a main emphasis of my teaching. Al-
most invariably | have found this kind of laughter has a double effect: it is both
cleansing and exhilarating. At times it has been accompanied by miracles of
physical healing or of deliverance from emotional conditions such as depression.

cleansing and exhilarating -
at times accompanied by miracles
of physical healing or of deliverance

The fruit we should look for

| have been emphasising the principle that 'a tree is known by its fruit.' Logically,
therefore, in evaluating the current move in the church, we should ask: If this
move is from God, what kind of fruit should we look for? In reply, | would suggest
five main kinds of fruit that would authenticate the present move.

1. The fruit of repentance

All through the New Testament the first thing that God demanded was not faith,
but repentance. John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by calling for re-
pentance (Matthew 3:2). When the religious people came to him for baptism, he
demanded that they first produce in their lives the fruits of repentance (Matthew
3:7-8).

The first word that Jesus preached was, 'Repent' (Mark 1:15). He told the multi-
tudes, 'Unless you repent, you will perish' (Luke 13:3-5). After his resurrection he
told his disciples that repentance, first, and then forgiveness of sins should be
preached to all nations (Luke 24:17).

On the day of Pentecost the first demand that Peter made of the convicted but
unconverted multitude was 'Repent - then be baptised (Acts 2:38).

Speaking to the people of Athens, Paul said, 'God now commands everyone
everywhere to repent' (Acts 17:30). Throughout his ministry he required, first
repentance toward God, then faith toward Christ (Acts 20:21).

True repentance is not an emotion, but a decision of the will - a decision to turn
away from all sin and unrighteousness and to submit unreservedly to the Lord-
ship of Jesus.

Repentance is the first of the six foundational doctrines listed in Hebrews 6:1-2.
Those who have not truly repented can never have a solid foundation for their
lives as Christians. Over the years | have counselled hundreds of Christians with
various problems in their lives. As a result, | have concluded that at least 50 per
cent of the problems in the lives of Christians are due to one simple fact: they
have never truly repented.

| believe that a renewed emphasis on repentance is the most urgent need of the
contemporary church in the West. To be effective, any move in the church must
deal with this issue.

2. Respect for Scripture
A second decisive factor in our lives as Christians is our attitude to Scripture.
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Jesus called the Scripture 'the word of God' and he set his personal seal upon it
by five simple words: 'the Scripture cannot be broken' (John 10:35). No amount
of 'higher criticism' can set aside the plain meaning of these words. If we believe
in Jesus then we believe in the Bible. If we do not believe in the Bible, then we
do not believe in Jesus.

In Isaiah 66:2 the Lord says: 'This is the one | esteem: he who is humble and
contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word' (NIV). God here combines repentance
- a humble and contrite spirit - with faith in his word.

Why should we tremble at God's word? First, because it is the way that God the
Father and God the Son come to us and make their home with us (John 14:23).
Second, because God's word will one day be our judge (John 12:48).

From creation onwards, God has worked through two main agents: his word and
his Spirit. First, the Spirit of God moved; then God's word went forth (Genesis
1:2-3). The result was creation.

Ever since then the Spirit and the word have always worked together in har-
mony. Anything that the Spirit does harmonises with what the word says. Fur-
thermore, all Scripture is inspired by his Holy Spirit and he never contradicts
himself (2 Timothy 3:16).

This means that every kind of spiritual manifestation must be tested by this stan-
dard: Is it in harmony with Scripture? If so, we can receive it. If not, we must re-
jectit.

3 Exaltation of Jesus

In John 16:13-14 Jesus promised his disciples, 'When he, the Spirit of truth has
come, he will guide you into all truth... He will glorify me...'

Jesus here reveals two important facts about the ministry of the Holy Spirit. First
of all, his supreme function is to glorify Jesus. This provides an authoritative test
of any spiritual manifestation. Does it focus our attention on Jesus? Does it exalt
Jesus?

As soon as human personalities are allowed to take the centre of the stage, the
Holy Spirit begins to withdraw. The exaltation of human personalities has many
times quenched what was originally a genuine move of the Holy Spirit.

Then we need to notice that Jesus is careful to emphasise that the Holy Spirit is
not an 'it' but a 'He'. When people begin to explain spiritual experience in terms
of getting 'it', it can easily happen that they get the wrong 'it'.

Jesus is a person and the Holy Spirit is a person. The Holy Spirit, as a person,
draws believers together around the person of Jesus. When we make a doctrine
or an experience the focus of our gathering, we are spiritually 'off centre'.

4. Love for our fellow Christians

In John 13:35 Jesus told his followers, 'By this all will know that you are My disci-
ples, if you have love for one another.' In 1 Timothy 1:5 Paul said, 'The goal of
our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and sincere
faith' (NASB). Any form of religious activity that does not produce this result, he
dismissed as 'fruitless discussion'.

In 1 Corinthians 13:2 Paul applied this test to himself: If | have all the spiritual
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gifts of power and revelation, but have not love, | am nothing.

Before we apply this test to others, we need to do the same as Paul and apply it
to ourselves. We each need to ask: Has my faith made me a loving person?
Then - and only then - can we apply this test to the present move in the church.
Is it producing Christians who sincerely love one another - regardless of denomi-
national labels? Will it cause the unbelievers to say of these people what the
world said of the early church: 'See how these Christens love one another?’

5. Loving concern for the unreached

In John 4:35 Jesus told his disciples, 'Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for
they are white already for harvest.' If those words were true even in the time of
Jesus, they are certainly more true today. | have been privileged to travel and
minister in many nations and | have formed one firm conclusion: We are living

in the harvest hour!

Yet, alas, many Christians, who could be working in the harvest fields of the
world, are caught in a snare of materialistic self-centredness. | believe that any
genuine move of the Holy Spirit will result in multitudes of new labourers being
thrust forth into the world's harvest fields. Otherwise it does not truly reflect the
heart of God.

If a significant number of Christians in the current move successfully pass all, or
most, of the five tests outlined above, then it is safe to conclude that this is, es-
sentially, a move of God. This does not mean that everyone or everything in it is
faultless. God has no faultless people to work with.

It is amazing what he can do with weak and fallible people who are truly surren-
dered to Him.

(c) Derek Prince, Uproar in the Church, available from Derek Prince Ministries,
2/14 Pembury Road, Minto, NSW 2566. Used by permission.
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