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BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT
AN OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

The Doctrine of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit has essentially been
viewed with two very different applications. Firstly, some believe
that when you accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour of your life,
you also receive the Holy Spirit. This is clearly true but is only half
the picture. The Bible clearly points to a second distinct experience
where a person is immersed in the Holy Spirit and is empowered
over and above the ordinary. This introductory booklet presents
Scripture to assist a person in having a better understanding of the
Baptism in the Spirit, and to be prepared to receive the Baptism in
the Spirit.

PROPHESIED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Joel228 «“And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my ser-
vants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in
those days. | will show wonders in the heavens and on the
earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the com-
ing of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And every-
one who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved

PROPHESIED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
In1826 “\p\then the Counselor comes, whom | will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father,
he will testify about me.

In187 Byt | tell you the truth: It is for your good that | am going
away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come to
you; but if I go, | will send him to you.



PROPHESIED IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

Ac 1:4

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. For John baptized with water,but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they
met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time go-
ing to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnessesin Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

ESSENTIAL FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING

He gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about

GIFT PROMISED NOT EARNED

He gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about

CALLED “BAPTISM”

Baptism is the same word for full immersion in water

For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.

Significance: We are to be baptized / fully immersed in the
Holy Spirit / under Him



MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT AND POWER

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you

These men began to argue with Stephen, “°®'® but they
could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by
whom he spoke.

PURPOSE

Witnessing—You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Salvation of the Lost—Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.’

MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT AT PENTECOST

Ac21 \When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire
that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together
in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in
his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all
these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that
each of us hears them in his own native language?



Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors
from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in
our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one
another, “What does this mean?”

COMMENTARY OF BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
Evidence of Unity—they were all together in one place.

Manifests as wind— Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven

Manifests as fire—They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.

Inclusive—“Are not all these men who are speaking Gali-
leans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own
native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Ju-
daism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!”

VOCAL EXPRESSION OF THE SPIRIT’S INFLUENCE

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit _and began to
speak in other tonques as the Spirit enabled them.




NOT ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD AND OFTEN MOCKED

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What
does this mean?”

Ac213 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have
had too much wine.”"

EXPLAINED BY PETER

Ac216 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last
days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see
visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my ser-
vants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those
days, and they will prophesy. | will show wonders in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire
and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glori-
ous day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.’

Prophesied earlier— this is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel

God'’s plan and purpose— God says, | will pour out my
Spirit

Includes everybody— God says, | will pour out my Spirit on
all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
yound men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will
pour out my Spirit in those days,

Has a Prophetic Nature—i.e. is a vocal utterance from
man’s spirit under the influence of the Holy Spirit— | will pour
out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy




HOW PEOPLE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT

Divine release from God— Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting.

Laying on of hands— “°%"° When they arrived, they
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, " be
cause the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them;
they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Je
sus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit.

Ac 196 \When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came on them, and they spoke in tonques and prophe
sied.

While Preaching— “°'%** While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message. The circumcised believers who had come with
Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard
them speaking in tonques and praising God.

CONTINUAL PROCESS OF INFILLING

A48 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them:
“‘Rulers and elders of the people!

Ac431 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke the word of God boldly.




CAN BE LESS THAN FULL

Ac 6:3

Ac 7:55

Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God.

Ac1124 He (Barnabas) was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and

faith, and a great number of people were brought to the
Lord.

PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Can be lied to —*°°® Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it
that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the

Holy Spirit

Is a witness for God— "°*** We are witnesses of these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him.”

Given to those who obey God—"°°>*? We are witnesses of
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey him.”

Can be resisted—"° "*" “You stiff-necked people, with un
circumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers:
You always resist the Holy Spirit!

Speaks to people— *°¥%° The Spirit told Philip, “Go to
that chariot and stay near it.”

Heals and Restores— “°*'" Then Ananias went to the
house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said,



“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the
road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Encourages and strengthens us— *°¥*' Then the church
throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of
peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy
Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

Predicts through people— *°''?® One of them, named
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world.

Sends People—"°"** The two of them, sent on their way

by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed f
rom there to Cyprus.

Influences our Thoughts—"° '°?® |t seemed good to the

Holy Spirit_and to us not to burden you with anything
beyond the following requirements:

Prevents People— *°"®® Paul and his companions traveled
throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the
province of Asia.

Compels People— “°?%?2 And now, compelled by the
Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will hap
pen to me there.

Warns People—"°?*?® | only know that in every city the
Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing
me

Appoints People—"°?? Keep watch over yourselves and
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overse-
ers.




Pours Out Love— "°*° And hope does not disappoint us,
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by
the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

COMMON COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

. How do | know if | ask for the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit that | wondét receive
o MM wWhich of you fathers, if your son asks for
a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you
then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to

those who ask him!”

. | 6ve heard some people say
tongues you are not properly baptized in the Holy
Spirit.

. God can use anyone who is willing to be used
whether he/she speaks in tongues or not. How-
ever the biblical evidence is speaking in
tongues.

. Can other people understand tongues?

. Acts 2 clearly indicates people heard the disci-
ples speaking distinct languages.

. There are many occasions when others have
heard known languages as somebody was
speaking in tongues.

. Generally, tongues is a vocal manifestation of
the Holy Spirit influencing a person’s spirit. It
may not be recognizable as a learned language.

. Is speaking in tongues helpful for anything else
other than being the evidence of having been bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit?

10



«  Praying in tongues builds you up spiritually—"'<°
%4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself

. Praying in tongues is helpful when you don't
know how to prayd "°%% |n the same way, the
Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express.

. Speaking in tongues publicly can precede
prophecy (The Gifts of the Spirit are not covered
in this introduction)

. Can two people speak tongues in the same way?
. Since tongues is from the Holy Spirit, and is a
spiritual language, there may be similarities but
nobody should try to copy another person
speaking or praying in tongues.

| WANT TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE BAPTISM OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT, WHAT SHOULD | DO?

1. Read through this booklet and look up the scriptures in their
context.
2. You need to be born again—that is you need to have asked
Jesus to take control of your life.
3. Then do any of the following:
. Simply pray and ask God to baptize you with the Holy
Spirit. You can do it at home.
. During praise and worship at church or during life-
group, ask God to baptize you with the Holy Spirit.
. Ask somebody who is already baptized in the Holy
Spirit to lay hands on you and impart it.

NOTE: Some people may be prayed for 2 or 3 times. Do not stress

over this. Keep seeking God, and continue asking Him to baptize
you.
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